


NITTANY VALLEY FIGURE SKATING CLUB

THE ABBY YEAGLEY MEMORIAL FIGURE SKATING FUND 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
General Information

Abby Yeagley was a student at Radio Park Elementary School. She began figure skating at the age of six and loved participating in ice shows, camps, and competitions.  In addition to skating, Abby enjoyed skiing, playing her clarinet, and cuddling with her kitty. Abby was a joyous, spirited, and compassionate child who was dedicated to fair play in all areas of her life. Abby’s mother Dena Yeagley had been a figure skating coach for Marilynne W. Stout, who created this fund in Abby’s memory and in honor of her longtime coach. This fund will assist with the expenses associated with the development of young figure skaters by providing for equipment, instructions, and competition expenses.

 The AYMF is privately funded and administered by an independent committee.  The committee is  honoring the original private endowment goal of being youth oriented.


CRITERIA:
1. To honor the Centre Foundation description of “young figure skaters” as Dena Yeagley had envisioned, applicant must be under the age of 18 on June 30, 2026.
2. Applicant must be a member in good standing of the NVFSC and USFS and will renew for the 2026-2027 year.
3. Applicant must have been a subscription, package or pay as you go skater for the period January 2026– July 2026.
4. Applicant must have passed Preliminary Skating Skills or Preliminary Pattern Dances or Pre-Preliminary Singles.
5. Skaters who have been awarded this scholarship in three previous years (not necessarily consecutive) are not eligible to apply again.

APPLICATION PROCESS:
	Applicant must submit the following items by August 10, 2026. No exceptions.
1. Completed application form including the required essay written by the skater and the applicant’s link and authorization to view the applicant’s virtual test session or skating video of their choice.  Please see details at the end of the application. No exceptions.
2. A letter of recommendation from a non-relative.  The letter should explain the writer’s relationship to the skater.  Letter of recommendation should be sent directly to aymf@nittanyvalleyfsc.org by August 10, 2026.  No exceptions.

Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Completed applications should be emailed to aymf@nittanyvalleyfsc.org by August 10, 2026 -  10 pm.
Applicants will receive an email notification of received completed application and submitted letter of recommendation, preferably within 48 hours. If applicant has not received notification of receipt within 6 days, please email aymf@nittanyvalleyfsc.org to ensure application and letter of recommendation were received.

SELECTION PROCESS:
· Funds are awarded annually with a maximum amount to be determined each year by the Selection Committee, based on disbursement of funds provided by Centre Foundation.
· Funds will be distributed to the parent/guardian of the skater.
· There could be more than one recipient per year [i.e., the distribution may be divided in any given year.]
· If they qualify, the same recipient is permitted to receive funds for multiple years – maximum three awards – see Criteria #5 above.
· Applicants who also skate and take lessons at other rinks will be expected to represent the NVFSC at USFS test sessions and competitions.
· Recipients, who have submitted a complete application package, are selected by the AYMF Selection Committee.

Selection Committee Guidelines and Conflicts of Interest:
The Committee Member must not be the parent of a skater who is eligible to receive funds.
If a Committee Member is the coach of an applicant, that Committee Member will recuse themselves from that year’s selection process.  
The Committee Member must not be the parent of a coach who is approved to coach on Club ice.  

Follow-up Summary:  Scholarship recipients will be expected to submit, by April 30, 2027 a short summary written by the skater to the AYMF Committee outlining how the scholarship funds were used. Examples include skates, lessons, clinics and complementary experiences that broaden and inspire your skating.  Please note that incomplete or missing submissions from prior years may affect future disbursements.  Send TYPED summaries, via email to aymf@nittanyvalleyfsc.org.



NITTANY VALLEY FIGURE SKATING CLUB
THE ABBY YEAGLEY MEMORIAL FIGURE SKATING FUND
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION – 2026


Application Date:  

Name:  

Address:

Email:

Birthdate:

Number of years skating:


1. Highest USFS Tests passed (all disciplines) including dates, by July 31, 2026.





2. Please list your skating accomplishments during the period July 2025 through July 31, 2026.





3. Please list any alternate training resources during the application time period – examples include dance training, flexibility/stretch training, fitness or conditioning training.  Skating at a rink other than Pegula does not sufficiently respond to this query.






4. What are your short-term skating goals?





5. What are your long-term skating goals?






6. Explain why you feel you deserve this scholarship.






7. Explain how you would use this scholarship money.






8. List your community service activities, hobbies, outside interests and extra-curricular activities.





9. Describe how you and your parent(s)/guardians have supported NVFSC in the past year.






10. Who is your Primary Coach?




11.  Name of person submitting letter of recommendation.






PERSONAL ESSAY – 

Figure skating is unique in its combination of art and sport.  How do you blend the grace with the grit?













Signature of scholarship applicant







Signature of parent/guardian










Please provide a link to the Virtual Test Session of your choice – Skating Skills, Dance or Singles.  By providing this link, you are authorizing the Abby Yeagley Memorial Fund Selection Committee members authorization to view the selected test session or selected video.  If you have not utilized Virtual Testing, please provide a link or access to some other video format of your skating so that the Committee can view your skating skills.  If either of these options are not feasible, please contact the Abby Yeagley Memorial Fund Committee aymf@nittanyvalleyfsc.org  for alternate arrangements.
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